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HOUSES

*72 COTSWOLDS RESTORATION Modern
design blends with the traditional to transform
a series of farm buildings into a vistonary home.

*52 NEW-BUILD DESIGN A love of putdoor
living inspired this spectacular South Aftican
house, constructed with textural wood and thateh,

94 VICTORIAN COTTAGE The creative owners
of this rural idyll have used artisanal touches and
personal mementoes to enhance its rustic character,

104 WOOD-FRAME HOME A Canadian
lakeside retreat beeomes a serene sanctuary,
perfect for eseaping the bustle of city life.

GARDENS

*118 CITY GARDEN After calling in an expert
to overhaul her neglected plot, this novice gardener
discovered an unexpected horticaltural passion.

*126 FAMILY DESIGN With wildflower
meidiws, & tree house and natural swimming
pund, this garden is a paradise for children.

*133 HOW TO CREATE a stylish garden
for relied outdoor living this summer.

INTERIORS

*5] EFFORTLESSLY ELEGANT Affordable,
stylish furniture from the high street and online.
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ottoman and consele table. Sims  £37m, Negtune, neptune com,
Hilditch, simshifditchcom. WALLS French Grey Mid ahsoiute
FABRICS Armchairs in Dancehall i matt emulsion, £42 for 2.50, —
Polka 12 £142m. Brentane at Altfield. Littie Greene, fittiegreene.cam
altfeid.com. Ottoman in Fite n Dove,  Woodwork in Sitver Birch eggehal,
E83m, Calefax and Fowler, coletax £54 for 2 51, Nepture, neptune.com. R
com. A 5 FLOORING Bristol Smart details and soft hues underpin this inviting
Oyster, E69m; dining room curtalns  from £48.90sq m. Chaunceys i
| in Cawdor in Mineral, £149m. both  Timézer Flooring, chauncey.cok. scheme at the heart of a cleverly devised living space
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GP&] Baker, gpjbakercam Sofa
cushions in (from left) Plain Linen in
Silves: Wicker NC1S, both £420m,
Fermole. farmoia com, Planza Cardo
in Biancs Naturale, £188m. C&C
Mitana, cec-mifang.com. Mardan,
£120m, Fermuie.fermaie.com. Sun
Bleached Paisley in Closd, £240m, de
Le Cuona, Armehair

Camborne Ash rug, £8555 71
Capitol Carpets, thecarpet co.uk,
HES Somerton baskets
from £4d each. Neptune. neptune:
com. Imperial Flowers artworks.
#rom £418,80 each, Trowbricigs
Gailery. trowbrkigegatiery tori
Lartigus chandelier, £4556,

§
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LA RAGHEL LEEDHAM 111

DESIGNER

Emma Sims Hilditch,
01249 783087,
simshilditch.com,

Can you describe the project?

The house is a new bulld on the Suffalk/Essex border. which was
designed as a dream home for our clients. This room opens up onto.
both th g ronmand t toform and
entertaining space. Although this is the most formal of the schemes,
the elients wanted it to have a lovely easy-going feel

How did the open-plan layout influence your approach?

It was really impartant to create a sense of flow, which we've done by
using different tanes of grey: the palest in the conservatory. followed by
amid-Franch grey an the walls of the living room and building to 2 darker
shade In the dining area. Increasing the strength of colour inthis way
creates momentum within the spaces. We also linked the rooms witha
paiatte of bluas. from the blue-grey of the botanical artworks and the velvet
of the armchairs to the agua hue on the joinety in the conservatary.

What about the views from one room to the next?

1 lové to have strong vistas, hence the eye-catching open shelves In the
conservatory and the stunning crystal chandelier in the dining room
| like the idea that the clients can have this dimmed while sittingin
the living room. Behind the sofa is a table with 2 little vignette of plants,
candies and books, which gives guests in the dining room something
interesting to look at, rather than the back of the sofa.

Why did you design the seating and coffee table yourseli?
As amuttidisciplinary design practice, we ‘re able to create individuat pieces.
that are tailored to clients’ needs: here, the sofes and armehairs have high
backs because the client's father-in-iaw suffers from back prablems, We
also fozused on detalls to elevate the scheme. Nickel studs and cantrast
piping add definition to the armchairs. while studs also embailish the
sofas. Here. the oak frames have been left on show to make the pieces
a/ittle more elegant. To soften the scheme, we designed an uphaistered
_coffee table. complete with bespoke cak trays for serving tea or wine,

Can you tell us about the textures in the scheme?

Ve love linen and ¢hose a robust. dense optien for the sofas, whichis
crispar and more formal than washed linen. The coffea table fabric
Is'awool and linen mix and the armchairs are covered in cotton velvet
We laysred the textures using cushions in warious weaves — | always
advise that adding cushions is the most economical way to incarporate
exquisite textiles in a scheme. The herringbane rug brings further texture
ta the flaor, while accessories such as natural willow baskets keep the
room relaxed, To counter some of the cooler greys and biues. the palette
Includes stone hues that enhance the warmn, inviting feel.
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